Emotions and surprises in festival Accordeonslag
Bij René van Peer

Tears had welled to his eyes while listening to Iva Bittová, Dré Sprangers said after her concert Thursday in the Accordeonslag Festival. Even though he is one of the people behind the festival, he had not been prepared for this. The concert of the Czech violinist and singer was an extraordinary experience. She explored the far reaches of her abilities, made the entire space of Paradox her playing ground. And that was only half of this night, which started with a virtuoso performance by the Serbian accordionist Stanislav Jusufovic.
Jusufovic, a graduate from the Tilburg conservatory, played music that ranged from Bach to bossa nova and improvised excursions around his instrument. His entire performance breathed an incredible musicianship. His fingertips fluttered over the keys and buttons in light and rapid movements. Bittová displayed a rare mastery, singing and playing her violin at the same time. She walked up and down the stage to try out the acoustics of the various spots. She responded to these by alternately sharpening and softening the timbre of her voice. Wandering about the room she strengthened her bond with the audience.
It was moving to see how much voice and violin were entwined, engaged in an intimate dialog. At one point Bittová made her violin chirp and warble, and whistled in response. It was as though she released a tiny bird from her instrument, and let it fly off. The greatest surprise, however, was the improvised duet with which Bittová and Jusufovic ended the concert. The final piece, an evocative excursion with growling chords from the lower registers of the accordion set against Bittová's ethereal, velvety voice, was downright breathtaking.
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